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Rachel’s Hope Monument Finds a Home at St. Brigid Parish
PACIFIC BEACH—Friends and supporters of Rachel’s Hope founder Rosemary Benefield gathered last year to celebrate the first 10 years of Benefield’s ministry to women who have undergone abortions.  At that time, they presented her with a powerful gift – a life-sized sculpture called a Hope Monument, in which a seated Jesus holds an infant  baby in his arms as a woman sits beside him.

   Now the monument has found a home at St. Brigid church in Pacific Beach.

   The schupture is the inspiration of Beverly Paddleford, who owns a foundry in Langer, Wyo. 

   In 1999, she received a phone call from Mary Verwys in Grand Rapids, Mich., who was in need of a sculpture for a place for healing in her city.  For 10 years, Verwys had been a sidewalk counselor outside an abortion clinic and felt impressed by God of the need to create a place of hope and healing for post-abortive men and women in her community.

   After years of watching women leave the clinic after abortions, she longed to “find them all back and offer the hope and forgiveness of Jesus Christ.”  She just didn’t know what the sculpture in the garden should look like.  Paddleford immediately “saw” Jesus holding a baby, sitting next to a woman.

   In less than a year, the “Hope Monument” was set in the Garden of Hope in Grand Rapids.

   Currently, 12 such monuments have found various homes.  Most are in the United States, but one is in Timisoara, Romania, and another is planned for Canada.  More are also planned for the United States.

   The sculpture is a visual reminder to those who have been through abortion or lost a child to early death for any reason—hope lies in Jesus Christ.  The child is in his care and he desires a relationship with the mother as well, regardless of the circumstances.
   Men, too, have been seen coming to visit the sculptures.

   “Their pain, although often hidden, is very real, as well,” Benefield says.  She adds that the monument is also for women and families who have lost a baby to miscarriage, stillbirth, illness or accident.  This is also for infertile couples and those who have placed a child for adoption. 
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